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May l7,2AI4

To: The Eliot Charler Commission

I am writing to comment about went on at last Wednesday's meeting, May 14th. I don't believe
this will be the last time and it has certainly not been the first that the Commission has been
presented with issues, unrelated to the Charter itself, during the public comment portion of our
meeting. I find this to be a distraction to the work of the Commission.

The public is well informed as to what the Charter Commission process is, what we are
discussing, and they are being given ample opportunity for input:

o The public is aware of the dates of our meetings which are held on a regular
schedule on the 2"d and4ft Wednesdays of thJmonth. Any change in that is
posted at least a week in advance and published.

. They have access to the agendas of the Commission's meetings well in advance
and knowjust what articles will be under discussion. The agendas are posted on
the town website.

o The approved minutes of our meetings are posted after the meeting in which they
are approved and before our next meeting. The minutes are posted on the town
website.

: ;l:; ;:TXJ:m;:ff;T:,tr fi:1ffiffix1.tr;,tii"T^iilff;, .n and
come prepared to bring with them any additions, deletions or rewording they
might want to suggest or they can write to us with those suggestions and
comments,

e It was said at our first public hearing that it would be helpful, if not preferable, for
the public to give their input in writing to us when making suggestions as to
language, provisions that they would like to see in the charter, etc.. Several
residents have already done so.

Public comment time is provided at the beginning of our rneeting (upon a
suggestion from a citizen), at the end of the meeting and before taking a vote on a
specific article in the Charter that will be presented to the public. Up to this time
we have not voted on any of the articles. Comments though have been allowed, at
the discretion of the Chair, during discussions on the articles.

I rvould point out that we have not had an overwhehning turnout of public attendance at our
meetings, Hopefully people are following along with us and will participate in the next public
hearing, following the release of the Charter's first draft, The majorrty of our meetings have had
only one or two different members of the public attend (other than the two who attend regularly).
People attending have been invited to speak, surely not all the times that thev would have wanted
to be recognized and certainly not on every "wording" discussion, but for anyone to say that we
have nct glvsn them cpporhnity to speak at the meetings would be grossly misleading and
plainly untrue.
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