
 

Town of Eliot Planning Board meeting of March 6
th

,  2012 

Town of Eliot 
REGULAR PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES March 6th, 2012 7PM 

 
ITEM 1 - ROLL CALL  

Present: Present: Steve Beckert – Chairman, Jeff Duncan – Vice Chairman, 
Dennis Lentz, Larry Bouchard and Greg Whalen - Alternative. 

 
Steve Beckert appointed Greg Whalen as a voting member for this meeting.  
 
ITEM 2 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

ITEM 3 – MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

ITEM 4 - REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES AND INVOICES AS NEEDED 
 
MOTION: 
Jeff Duncan made the motion to approve the minutes of the November 1st, 2011 
Planning Board meeting, as written. 
Dennis Lentz seconded the motion. 
Vote: 4-0, Chair concurs.  
 
ITEM 5 - REVIEW OF "NOTICE OF DECISION" LETTERS, AS NEEDED 
 
The Board reviewed the notice of decision letters for Sea Dog Realty and Gretchen Stein.  
The letters were issued as written.  
 
ITEM 6 - PUBLIC APPLICATIONS OR PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS TO BE 
CONSIDERED 
 

A. 10-minute public input session 
 
Public input session opened. 
 
No comments. 
 
Public input session closed.  
 

B. Public hearing – and continued review Public hearing – and continued review 
of a proposed ordinance amendment entitled ‘’Amendments to Chapter 1, 
General Provisions, and Chapter 45, Zoning, of the Municipal Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Eliot, Maine, to allow veterinary hospitals in the 
Rural and Suburban zoning districts when they abut Route 236.” 

 
Steve Beckert explained the rules of a public hearing. 
 
Public hearing opened.  
 
Dr. Christopher Lee stated that he currently has an application before the Planning Board 
to establish a veterinary hospital, which had been tabled until such time the Town could 
change their zoning to allowing that use in this particular area of Eliot. He stated that he 
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was happy to answer any questions about veterinary hospitals and what kind of impact 
they would have.  
 
Steve Beckert stated that the Planning Board decided to proceed with an ordinance 
revision to correct an inequity in the zoning chapter. The Board felt there were similar uses 
that are currently allowed in the Rural and Suburban zones for properties that abut Route 
236 such as restaurants, retail stores, professional offices, hotels and motels. He 
explained that the Planning Board agreed a veterinary hospital was a similar use in terms 
of potential impact and that it should be allowed.  
 
Greg Whalen asked Dr. Lee if any outside kenneling of animals was allowed in South 
Berwick where his previous practice was located. 
 
Dr. Lee stated that the town allowed him to board animals in outdoor pens. The only 
problems he ever had were with a few neighbors on weekends but stated that complaints 
like that were few and far between. 
 
Jeff Duncan suggested limiting the outdoor boarding component of a use like this in all 
zones. 
 
Larry Bouchard stated that he would prefer to limit the outdoor boarding in the Rural and 
Suburban zones, but not in the Commercial/Industrial zones.  
 
The Board agreed by consensus to prohibit outdoor kenneling of animals for veterinary 
hospitals in the Rural and Suburban zones and permit outdoor kenneling in the 
Commercial/Industrial zone.  
 
Public hearing closed.  
 
MOTION: 
Dennis Lentz made the motion to forward the ordinance amendment to the Board of 
Selectmen for inclusion on a future town meeting warrant. 
Greg Whalen seconded the motion. 
Vote: 4-0, Chair concurs.  
  

C. Discuss future code revisions.  
 

The Board discussed working on developing a General Business District along Route 236, 
which had been in the works for several years but had to be put on hold in favor of other, 
more pressing amendments. They agreed to take up this amendment at their next 
available meeting.  
 
Kate Pelletier stated that she would provide the Planning Board with copies of the last 
draft so that they could see what had already been done. 
 
ITEM 7 - ACTION ITEM LIST  
 
ITEM 8 – CORRESPONDENCE, OTHER AS NEEDED 
 
ITEM 9 - SET AGENDA AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETNG 
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The next regular Planning Board meeting was scheduled for March 6th, 2012. 
 
ITEM 10 – ADJOURN 
MOTION: 
Dennis Lentz made the motion to adjourn at 7:42PM. 
Jeff Duncan seconded the motion. 
Vote: 4-0, Chair concurs.  

_____________________________ 
                                                                          Stephen Beckert, Chairman 

 
        Date approved: _______________ 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
Kate Pelletier, Recording Secretary 


